Stasis Argument (100)


In this assignment, you will write one stasis argument regarding the topic that you have already begun to research. The stasis argument should be 2 to 3 pages long. As you will recall, the four stasis arguments include: arguments of fact, arguments of definition, arguments of evaluation, and proposals. For this assignment you will choose to write either an argument of fact, or an argument of definition. You may not choose an evaluation or proposal (yet). In classical rhetoric, convincing factual and definitional arguments were required to be made before one could make an evaluation or proposal. For that reason, you are required to make one of these arguments before you can make qualitative judgments, or suggest a policy change. (You may of course want to make just such arguments down the line in your Informed Rhetorical Argument paper, and that is perfectly fine.) 


This formal argument will help you begin to make limited, defensible claims regarding your topic, as well as help you fully understand at least one aspect of the conversation at hand, before tackling the conversation more wholly in later drafts of the Informed Rhetorical Argument.


But how will you know which stasis argument to choose? Your choice should largely depend on your topic, and the nuanced, compelling claim(s) you anticipate making. For example, 

· if the initial claim you most want to make challenges popular myths (Many Mexicans fought alongside Anglos in battles that won Texas its independence from Mexico), or correct an error of fact (The overall abortion rate is not increasing in the United States, though rates are increasing in some states) you may want make an argument of fact. Arguments of fact can also make claims about fact or existence that’s controversial or surprising (climate change is threatening species in all regions by extending the range of non-native plants and animals) or simply examine a range of perspectives and points of view (The rationales of parents who homeschool their children reveal some surprising differences).

· if the claim you most want to make expands, challenges or formulates a new meaning of an existing definition (The American Dream, which once meant a McMansion in a gated community, now has taken on a new definition) or tries to determine whether something fits an existing definition (Expanding opportunity is central to the American Dream)you may want to make an argument of definition.
· 




A solid definitional or factual argument will provide a good foundation on which to build the evaluation, and/or proposal arguments you may want to make in your Informed Rhetorical Argument. Your textbook provides two examples of each stasis argument!



FORM: This paper will be in MLA format, complete with a title and a works cited page. (A works cited page is not, of course, included in the page count.) If you are uncertain about any aspect of MLA format, I strongly suggest Purdue’s Online Writing Lab (OWL).
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My Introduction to my topic: Introduction Essay

Did you know that Ellen Degeneres has 6 dogs and is a pet advocate? Now you must be wondering, what makes dogs more than just an animal? Dogs are known to be a man’s best friend and the fact that science can now prove that fact. They can be extremely important in many different areas. Ranging from the psychological effects that are derived from the ownership of a dog as a pet and the emotional intangible support it could provide to humans. Having a dog as a pet is an amazing opportunity to improve your physical well-being, companionship and social interactions. Some example of ownership benefits are veterans of the military and how dogs decrease effects of PTSD. Although there are some controversies and disadvantages of owning a dog such as the potential dangers and allergies it can inflict to other people, the benefits still outweighs the risks of owning such an adorable dog as a pet. 

